FEDERATION SHLICHA

by Hadas Peled
Israeli Shlicha (Emissary)
israel@ jewishchattanooga.com

It was January 2013 when | made the decision to
apply for the Jewish agency Shlichim program. After

sending my resume, | got a life-changing phone call. |
was told 10d passed the yrst step. | was then invited to a fisortingd workshop for
which I had to plan a two-hour program for students. The subject was inpuential
women of Israel.

My Feminlsrael exhibit, which will open February 13 and run through
March 21, was fiborno from that life-changing phone call. Because by the time |
ynished writing the program, I knew in my heart that two hours was not enough
time to devote to such an important topic. | would create an entire program
around it, and in the process, | would meet a whole new world of inspiring
women.

When | planned the exhibit, | was looking for unique women of
achievement who contributed signiycantly to the people of Israeld women from
a variety of disciplines who left a mark on the Jewish people, Israeli society,
and culture. | learned that history is replete with strong women who have helped
to propel the Zionist dream of a Jewish state forward. These women broke
psychological and cultural barriers, and inspired many others to follow in their
footsteps. Myself included.

My research brought up many questions for me, but one in particular
stayed with me: am | a feminist? Feminism is a collection of movements
and ideologies aimed at deyning, establishing, and defending equal political,
economic, and social rights for women. A feminist is a woman who advocates
or supports the rights and equality of women.

| am Deynitely an Israeli, But Am | a Feminist?

Feminism yrst appeared when Jewish women at the Yishuv (the
body of Jewish residents in Palestine, before the establishment of the state
of Israel) fought for the right to vote and be elected for Yishuv institutions.
These struggles were called the fiyrst wave,0 and they heralded in womenés
right to vote.

New Feminism in Israel (the fisecond waved) began in the 1970s,
and was a period of initial enthusiasm and organization. At that time,
questions about the legal and social status of women, abortion rights,
and violence against women were all issues at the center at of feminist
concerns. Even though feminist activity sometimes drew derision and
contempt, it was empowering for women and increased their self-
awareness. Jewish womends yght for equality during the Yishuv period was
the foundation of the feminist movement in Israel.

The way | see it, being a feminist means helping to create and
support equal opportunities for women in society, and recognizing their
contributions. Ités a goal we should all support. Even though it's 2014,
the question of how womenés careers affect their family is still a concern,
especially in Israel.

Feminlsrael opened my mind. | hope you will ynd, as I did, all of
the womenés stories motivating. Now | ask myself: can | be a leader for
change? Am | a social activist? | ynd 16m now motivated to help break the
glass ceiling, as they have. Thanks to them, | now know it’s possible.
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Jew Crewers hard at play, Jan 12

Jew Crewers Make Their Mark at Gogh Paint-N-Party

M
PAINT- N - PART Y

In January, the Jew Crew celebrated Tu Bishevat and the New Year by painting trees of all shapes and
colors at Gogh Paint-N-Party. Of course, the frame-worthy masterpieces they created were nothing
compared to the fun and fellowship they experienced. Once again this proved to be one of the favorite
programs of the year. The Jew Crew is now gearing up for our annual retreat as we head to Camp Ramah
Darom the weekend of February 28 - March 2 for a weekend full of activities and adventure. We look
forward to creating more memories and bonds that will last a lifetime!
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